READER’S RESPONSE LETTER FORMAT

Date

Dear Ms. Kharif,


Opening:  I am currently reading ____________________________________________ by ____________________________________.  I have read ______________ pages so far.


Summary:  Write a 3 – 5 sentence summary.  Possible beginnings for this paragraph are:  “So far in the book…” or “Since the last time I wrote…”


Topic:  Choose one of the following topics to write about.  This paragraph should be the longest in the whole letter, give detailed examples from the book, and explain your thoughts and feelings.

A) Write about a major character in the novel/story.  What is this character’s personality?  Give evidence to prove it.  Do you like or dislike this character?  Why?

B) Express your opinion on the plot and events in the story.  What is the most important event so far?  Why is it important?  Does the sequence of events make sense?

C) Either record a part of the story that touched your heart, and explain why, OR focus on a phrase, sentence, or paragraph that really stands out in your mind or that you had an emotional reaction to.  Explain why.

D) Discuss the ending of the novel.  Did it make sense?  Was it what you had expected?  Why or why not?  Tell either how you would have ended it differently OR why the author’s ending is the best possible ending for the story.

E) What theme or message is the author trying to convey?  Give examples from the book.  Do you agree or disagree with the message?  Why?

F) Make a connection between the book and either another story you have read or something that has happened to you.  Make sure you write about this novel/story and the other story, then explain the connection between the two.

Conclusion:  Do you like or dislike the book so far?  Are you having trouble understanding any parts?  What else do you want to ask or comment on?  










Sincerely,
